Association and Catholic Education: 

The view of the Church

Contemporary world conditions should be an inducement for the hierarchy, along with those Religious Institutes that have a commitment to education, to give their support to existing groups, movements and Catholic Associations of lay believers engaged in education; and also to create other new groups, always searching for the type of association that will best respond to the needs of the times and the different situations in different countries. The vocation of the lay Catholic educator requires the fulfilment of many educational objectives, along with the social and religious objectives that flow from them. It will be virtually impossible to bring these into reality without the united strength of strong associations.

Cardinal William Baum, Prefect

The Sacred Congregation for Catholic Education, 1982

(Lay Catholics in Schools: witnesses to Faith, paragraph 75)

